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particular should   have   pride of   place in education
which must be largely self-supporting as well as related
to and tending to the betterment of rural life.

Real education begins after a child has left school.
One who has appreciated the value of studies is a student
all his life. His knowledge must increase from day to day
while he is discharging his duty in a conscientious
manner.

The superstition that no education is possible without
a teacher is an obstacle in the path of educational
progress. A man's real teacher is himself. And now-a-
days there is ample apparatus available for self-education.
A diligent person can easily acquire knowledge about
many things by himself and obtain the assistance of a
teacher when one is needed. Experience is the biggest
of all schools. Quite a number of crafts cannot be learnt
at school but only in the workshop. Knowledge of these
acquired at school is often only parrot-like. Knowledge
of the other subjects can be acquired with the help of
books. Therefore, what adults need is not so much a
school as a thirst for knowledge, diligence and self-
confidence.

The education of children is primarily a duty to
be discharged by the parents. Therefore, the creation of
a vital educational atmosphere is more important than
the foundation of innumerable schools. When once this
atmosphere has been established on a firm footing, the
schools will come in due course.

This is the Ashram ideal of education which has
been achieved to some extent, as every department for
Ashram activity is a veritable school.